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Nevertheless, Secretary Pena and FAA Ad-
ministrator Hinson are working to make it
safer, both for today and the future. The bill’s
FAA personnel and procurement reforms,
which the Vice President’s National Perform-
ance Review first proposed, will contribute
greatly to that effort. I encourage the Con-
gress to move quickly on the rest of my com-
prehensive FAA reform package.

The FAA personnel and procurement re-
forms contained in the Act will contribute
greatly to our safety effort. They permit the
FAA to improve its hiring, training, com-
pensation, and relocation practices to better
meet its unique personnel needs. They also
allow for streamlined contracting practices
that will speed up the deployment of new
technologies into the field. Both new systems
will be developed with the participation of
the aviation community, including FAA em-
ployees and their representatives. They will
build upon, not diminish or redefine, FAA’s
current beneficial management-labor rela-
tionship. While we embrace the FAA person-
nel and procurement reforms in the Act, we
will work with the Congress to ensure that
personnel reforms enacted pursuant to any
FAA reform legislation must be designed and
implemented in consultation with FAA
unions, consistent with their continuing role
as the representatives of these key members
of the Federal workforce.

I am also pleased that the Act provides
the fast-track reorganization authority for the
Department of Transportation, as | re-
quested, because it will improve service
while cutting costs to taxpayers. Secretary
Pena and | look forward to working with the
Congress as we reform and streamline the
Department.

The Act provides funding for most of the
Department’s high-priority programs. I com-
mend the Congress for not including new
earmarked highway demonstration projects;
States can better use these funds in deter-
mining their transportation infrastructure
priorities.

I am disappointed that the Congress did
not authorize the restructuring of transpor-
tation infrastructure programs, as | proposed,
but I look forward to maintaining a dialogue
with the Congress about how to best meet
States’ and localities’ needs for flexibility to

2033

address their future, high-priority transpor-
tation needs.

Again, I urge the Congress to meet its re-
sponsibilities by sending me the remaining
regular FY 1996 appropriations bills in ac-
ceptable form.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 16, 1995.

NoTe: H.R. 2002, approved November 15, was
assigned Public Law No. 104-50.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting Legislation To
Compensate Furloughed Federal
Government Employees

November 16, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:

In declaring my intention to disapprove
House Joint Resolution 122, the further con-
tinuing resolution for fiscal year 1996, | stat-
ed my desire to approve promptly a clean
extension of the continuing resolution that
expired on November 13. Accordingly, I am
forwarding the enclosed legislation that
would provide for such an extension. This
legislation also provides that all Federal em-
ployees furloughed during the Government
shutdown through no fault of their own will
be compensated at their ordinary rate for the
period of the furlough.

I urge the Congress to act on this legisla-
tion promptly and to return it to me for sign-
ing.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 16, 1995.

NoTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on November 17.

Interview With NHK Television of
Japan
November 17, 1995

President’s Trip to Japan

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President,
for joining us. The Japanese people are great-



